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Bicycling in Tucson: 
What should Tucson be in 20 years?



“We know we need to get ready
for a world in which energy will
only be more expensive.”
--CEO of Wal-Mart



ϒ Tucson has over 800 miles of bikeways!

♣ 610 miles of shoulder/bike lane

♣ 110 miles of shared use path

♣ 96 miles of routes on residential  streets



♣ 610 miles of shoulder/bike lane
▪ Arterial Roadways

▪ Lots of cars, driveways, higher speeds,
large intersections

▪ Typically most direct route to destination
▪ Often only way past barriers in bike

system



♣ 610 miles of shoulder/bike lane
▪ Collector Roadways

▪ Fewer cars, slower speeds
▪ Direct way to many destinations



♣ 110 miles of shared use path
▪ Off-street, minimal car conflicts
▪ Currently more of a peripheral pathway

system



♣ 100 miles of routes on residential streets
▪ Typically:
▪ Posted 25mph
▪ Low ADT: 500-3,000
▪ Bike route signs every ¼ mile
▪ Some traffic calming
▪ Limited help crossing busy roads
▪ Shared roadway, no striped lane
▪ Too many stop signs



♣ 100 miles of routes on residential streets
▪ Good candidates to become Bicycle Boulevards
▪ Posted 25mph
▪ Reduce amount of car traffic
▪ Frequent wayfinding signage
▪ Add traffic calming devices
▪ Provide help crossing busy roads
▪ Add pavement markings to emphasize bikes
▪ Remove unnecessary stop signs/switch to yields



Tucson, a “Cycling Mecca”?



ϒ 1.9% are biking to work in Tucson
♣ Has risen from 1.3% in 2000
♣ Top 5 for medium to large size US cities

ϒ “the biggest single thing to focus on is to
increase bicycle use in the region”

--League of American Bicyclists 2008 critique of Tucson’s Platinum effort



♣ Women serve as “indicator species” for bike friendliness
▪ “Women were less likely than men to try on-street bike lanes and more likely to

go out of their way to use bike boulevards”
▪ “if a city wants to substantially increase the number of people riding bikes on a

regular basis, it needs to reach out to young women and older people”

♣ Netherlands: bikes used for 27% of all trips (55% women)
♣ Germany: bikes used for 12% of all trips (49% women)

♣ US: bikes used for 0.5% of trips to work (23% women)
♣ Tucson: bikes used for 1.9% of trips to work (24% women-though

27% during PAG bike count)

Research from Portland State University and summarized in Scientific American - Oct. 2009







Daily Bike  Traffic
(e s timate s  from 2008 

bike  c ount)

450

3100

0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

3000

3500

Broadway 3rd S treet

Numbe r o f bike  c ras he s  
be twe e n Wilmot and Campbe ll 

from 2001 to  2008

82

9
0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

Broadway 3rd S treet



♣Roughly $60 million for bikeways,
sidewalks, and greenways
▪ 16 shared use path segments identified

▪ El Paso Greenway, Rillito River Path, Canyon Del
Oro River Path, Pantano River Path

▪ 105 bike lane projects recommended by the
BAC

▪ Adding bike lanes
▪ Fill gaps along arterial roadways
▪ Within the City, about 20 projects underway—”low

hanging fruit”
▪ Remaining projects complex and costly

















What is Portland doing right?

ϒ 4.7% are biking to work in Portland
♣ Has risen from 1.7% in 2000

City of Portland s presentation to Mayor and
Council: 2030 Bike Plan



City of Portland s presentation to
Mayor and Council: 2030 Bike Plan



Where should Tucson’s be in 20 years?


